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Thai Student Association announces its name change
The name change is a symbolic move toward unity of its members.

Minneapolis, April 1, 2008: The Thai Student Association at the University of Minnesota
(ThaiSA) today announced that, as of March 23, 2008, it has officially changed its name to
the Thai Student Association of Minnesota. This name change occurs as part of the
association’s transformative effort to reposition and restructure itself in order to better
execute its missions and support its members. Initiatives that are part of this effort include
the name change, the revision of its mission statement, the rewriting of its Constitution, and
the founding of a Thai Student Associations Network (ThaiSAN) as a network of
collaboration among Thai student associations across the U.S.

The name change is intended as a symbolic initiative to better represent ThaiSA’s member
community, which consists of not only University of Minnesota students, but also Thai
students from other academic institutions in Minnesota such as Macalester College,
University of St. Thomas, and Minnesota State University.

“For many years, we have embraced students from outside the University of Minnesota
community. They have equally contributed and participated in our events and they are a
vital part of our community,” said ThaiSA’s President, Nawanan Theera-Ampornpunt.
“Although it is nothing but a name, this name change will signal that we will continue to
embrace and welcome them. We all are Thai students, and ThaiSA belongs to all of us!”
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