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My final unit is on the Harlem Renaissance and “A Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry.

Objectives
1. Students will use inquiry-based learning to develop their understanding of the Harlem

Renaissance literary period, including developing an understanding of the social and cultural
influences on the African American identity and the greater American community;

2. Students will develop skills in multi-media research;

3. Students will develop critical thinking skills through analyzing information on the Harlem
Renaissance, making connections between the literary period and “A Raisin in the Sun” and
creating PowerPoint presentation;

4. Students will develop their writing skills through a writing assignment;

5. Students will develop critical vocabulary related to “A Raisin in the Sun”;

6. Students will discuss and learn about racial discrimination in America, both past and present.

Activities
· In-class reading, using audio-tapes of “Raisin in the Sun”

· A vocabulary component

· A WebQuest

· An Internet Treasure Hunt and PowerPoint presentation

· An essay that ties together themes explored in both the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance and “A
Raisin in the Sun”.

· Watching the 48 Hours video “Matteson” about racial discrimination in white/black
neighborhoods.

· A unit test on “Raisin in the Sun” and a vocabulary quiz.

Unit Description
The unit is designed to take between 5-7 days of classroom time in a block schedule of 90-minute class
periods each day. Students will read the play “A Raisin in the Sun” in-class, with the aid of audio
recordings. Time permitting, students could also read parts of the play and/or act out key scenes as needed
to strengthen comprehension. Activities while reading would include mapping relationships between
characters, whole-class and small group discussions about the competing dreams of the Younger family
and the struggles the Younger family face in the play, including racism, poverty and discrimination.

A vocabulary unit (attached), complements the reading phase of the unit.



In the WebQuest (see attached), students are given the scenario that the year is 2199. They are a team of
experts that have been brought together to produce a PowerPoint presentation on the Harlem Renaissance
for a conference of anthropologists interested in piecing together a picture of cultural life in early 20th

Century America. Of particular interest is the influence that African American culture had and continued
to have on American society/culture as a whole.

In groups of 4, students are assigned one of the following roles: Music and Dance Expert, Literature
Professor, an Art Gallery Curator and an Anthropologist. Their task is to explore their assigned field of
expertise and compile information about the era, famous figures in music, dance, literature, the
performing and visual arts, and draw connections between them and the play “A Raisin in the Sun” by
Lorraine Hansberry, which was written in 1959, nearly 20 years after the peak of the Harlem Renaissance.
The information gathered by each expert will be compiled into a joint presentation to be presented at the
conference. Included in the task are requirements to listen to audio clips, to search for and download
pictures, music and video clips that will be included in their presentation.

The WebQuest can be found at:

http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/fil/pages/webaraisinka.html

I also created an Internet Treasure hunt on the same topic (see attached), with many of the same questions
and themes raised. It is a slightly less-structured activity, without the role-playing aspect, but could be
used instead of, or adapted to complement the WebQuest. It can be found at:

http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/fil/pages/huntaraisinka.html

The final assignment of the unit is a thematic essay on “Raisin in the Sun” and 2 poems from the Harlem
Renaissance. Students are given a choice of 6 topics:

· The search for dignity and respect.

· The search for identity and self-fulfillment.

· Decay occurs when dreams go unfulfilled.

· Strength and endurance of the human spirit.

· Man is sometimes unable to communicate with others.

· The changing roles of women.

Students will choose one of these themes, select two poems of their choice from the Harlem Renaissance,
and write an essay on how the theme is illustrated in all three works (including “Raisin”). This
assignment will draw together the information gathered in the WebQuest and/or Treasure Hunt activity
and requires that students critically analyze both the play and the poems for similar themes.

Finally, the issues of racism in modern America will be explored, using the 48 Hours video “Matteson” as
a springboard for class discussion. The video shows the realities of racism that black families face in a
predominantly white suburb of Chicago.

http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/fil/pages/webaraisinka.html
http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/fil/pages/huntaraisinka.html


Assessment
The PowerPoint presentations, the thematic essay and the final unit test and vocabulary quiz will all be
used to assess students’ understanding of the materials/issues presented in this unit.


