
The Heist GenreThe Heist Genre
““The Italian JobThe Italian Job””



CharactersCharacters
nn MastermindMastermind
nn Computer/Technological GeekComputer/Technological Geek
nn DriverDriver
nn Explosives ExpertExplosives Expert
nn Beautiful WomanBeautiful Woman
nn VillainVillain



SettingSetting
nn UrbanUrban
nn Los Angeles, New York, London, Paris,Los Angeles, New York, London, Paris,

Venice, Rome, Chicago, Las VegasVenice, Rome, Chicago, Las Vegas
nn Great vistas or notable landmarksGreat vistas or notable landmarks
nn Wealthy homes, office buildings, estates,Wealthy homes, office buildings, estates,

etc.etc.



PlotPlot
nn Initial heist and action to create tension andInitial heist and action to create tension and

drive adrenalinedrive adrenaline
nn Escape or botched handoverEscape or botched handover
nn Unexpected glitches and complicationsUnexpected glitches and complications
nn Blurring of Blurring of ““good/bad guygood/bad guy”” boundaries boundaries
nn Change of scenes/locationsChange of scenes/locations
nn Second planning sessionSecond planning session
nn Second heist successfully completedSecond heist successfully completed
nn Happy ending with lots of Happy ending with lots of moolahmoolah!!



IconographyIconography
nn CarsCars
nn ExplosivesExplosives
nn ComputersComputers
nn High-tech gadgetsHigh-tech gadgets
nn SafeSafe
nn GunsGuns
nn Warehouses/planning localesWarehouses/planning locales



MoodMood
nn High action causes tension with interludesHigh action causes tension with interludes

of:of:
nn Planning, comic relief and romancePlanning, comic relief and romance

nn The object of the heist is always withinThe object of the heist is always within
their reach; anything is possibletheir reach; anything is possible



Cinematic StyleCinematic Style
nn Long shots to establish settingLong shots to establish setting
nn Fast-paced action dotted with switchingFast-paced action dotted with switching

shots of chase, chaser, and shots of chase, chaser, and chaseechasee..
nn Quick, clean editing cutsQuick, clean editing cuts
nn Use of night shots to connect to theUse of night shots to connect to the

secretiveness of the jobsecretiveness of the job
nn Extreme close-ups for tension creationExtreme close-ups for tension creation

during heistduring heist
nn Tracking shots to follow actionTracking shots to follow action



Narrative ThemesNarrative Themes
nn Cheated out of their rightful bootyCheated out of their rightful booty
nn Revenge and/or retribution for the pastRevenge and/or retribution for the past

wrong or wrongdoerwrong or wrongdoer
nn Money will make me happyMoney will make me happy
nn ““This is the one to end all jobs; our lastThis is the one to end all jobs; our last

jobjob””



Heist ExamplesHeist Examples
nn The Italian JobThe Italian Job
nn The Thomas The Thomas CrowneCrowne Affair Affair
nn OceanOcean’’s Elevens Eleven
nn RoninRonin
nn SneakersSneakers
nn Bond moviesBond movies
nn The StingThe Sting


