2009 William Gaddis Experiment: An American Editor's Response to Justified Criticism

Questions by Jonathan Magin, Chris Chiego, Dwight Wynne, Gautam Kandlikar, Mike Bentley, Donald Taylor, Jerry Vinokurov, Eric Mukherjee, Ted Gioia, and Kent Buxton.

Packet 1
1. [AR] The main character of this novel is sometimes forced to speak in a language that would have brought upon him "the sarcasm of the crowd," as well as "the sarcasm of the elite." Another character in this novel notes that "Names have their gender or rather their sex...but alas verbs are declined." In the central episode of this novel, the title character and a shadowy group of acolytes live in a castle near a seaport, when a ship arrives flying unknown colors. This novel ends when the title character meets a woman seated on a fragment of a broken column who has his father's eyes, and introduces herself as Immortality. Written by the author of the novel fragment Monseiur Durdon's Adventure and called the finest work of Surrealist fiction by John Ashbery, for 20 points, name this book about the title metaphysician, the only completed novel by the painter of The Engima of the Hour, and the The Nostalgia of the Infinite, Giorgio de Chirico.
ANSWER: Hebdomeros
2. [JM] A Kevin Kenny book titled "making sense" of this group asserts that they assassinated Major Denis Mahon. According to W. Steuart Trench, the members of this group blackened their faces with burnt cork and dressed up as old women. This group's tactics were similar to previous movements like the Whiteboys and the Ribbonmen. A hobo named "Kelly the Bum" was bribed to testify that one member of this group, Pat Hester, killed Alexander Rea. Most of the members of this group also belonged to the Ancient Order of Hibernians. The members of this group were prosecuted by a lawyer who destroyed the Workingmen's Benevolent Association, Franklin B. Gowen. In 1980, Governor Milton Shapp pardoned a man hanged as the "king" of this group, John "Black Jack" Kehoe. This group's downfall occurred after it was infiltrated by James McParlan, a ► Pinkerton detective. For 10 points, name this 19th century radical group of Irish coal workers in Pennsylvania.
ANSWER: the Molly Maguires [or the Mollies]

3. [GK] This figure's birth is celebrated on the first full moon of the month Chaitra, and in several images he can be seen leaning on his right knee as he pulls apart the skin near his chest to reveal other godly figures. In another story, this figure encounters the father of Ghatotkacha after that figure sets on a quest of finding lotuses with thousand petals to appease Panchali. This figure is also the subject of a forty couplet poem by Tulsidas, wherein he is called "Kapisa" and this son of Anjani and Pavana also attains chiranjivita. Upon Shushena's instructions, he retrieves Sanjivani from the ►Drona mountain to resuscitate a person wounded by Meghanad. This figure is also found on Arujna's chariot while he battles the Kaurava army at Kurukshetra, while in another story, he meets a figure in the Vatika garden and subsequently lights his tail on fire and sets Lanka ablaze. For 10 points, identify this figure who accompanies Rama to rescue Sita from Ravana, a noted monkey-king from the Ramayana.
ANSWER: Hanuman [or Maruti; accept anjaneya or anjani putra or anjani suta or pavana putra or pavana suta from the Indian until "Anjani" is mentioned]

4. [EM] The Tolman cone angle describes the space that one of these objects occupies, and those with unclear oxidation states are referred to as non-innocent ones. Sometimes divided into inner-sphere and outer-sphere varieties, those that bind to each other across the long axis of a compound are referred to as trans-spanning ones. Hapticity is often required to describe their binding, and decrease in the parameter B due to the binding of these compounds is known as the nephelauxetic effect.  The spectrochemical series arranges them ► in terms of their ability to split energy between two sets of d-orbitals; this is described by a modification of crystal field theory named for these compounds. For 10 points, name these compounds with can be mono- or polydentate, a term used to describe the groups bound around a central metal atom in a coordination compound.
ANSWER: Ligand
5. [JM] This novel includes sardonic variations on the phrase "there are more things in heaven and Earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy." One character in this novel rises in status by heading the Alagoas committee, causing her to ignore her former friend Dona Tonica. The protagonist helps fund Dr. Camacho's political newspaper Atalaia, and dies after asserting "to the victor, the potatoes" in his home town, Barbacena. In this novel, Maria Benedita marries Carlos Maria, who may have had an affair with Sofia, the wife of Cristiano Palha. The title character believes that he is St. Augustine, and tells a story about his grandmother being run over by a carriage to illustrate his doctrine of Humanitism. That character's only disciple moves to Rio de Janeiro, only to become convinced that he is Napoleon III. For 10 points, name this novel about an insane ► thinker who leaves all his money to Rubiao with the stipulation that he look after his pet of the same name, written by Machado de Assis.
ANSWER: Quincas Borba [reluctantly accept the badly translated title Philosopher or Dog?]
6. [AR] Cholesky factorization has been applied in order to impose curvature conditions on this equation’s associated matrix. Oliver de La Grandville’s paper on the geometrical construction of this equation utilizes Shephard’s lemma in order to put this equation in derivative form. This equation’s namesake also names an effect associated with the changes in trend lines due to random outliers where moving average techniques have been applied, along with Yule. A solution to this equation can be constructed without knowing the relevant indifference curves, if we know the elasticity of substitution at the initial equilibrium point.  The use of Cobb-Douglas preferences can be used to compute the Ordinary Demand associated with this equation and its associated matrix is symmetric and negative semi-definite. This equation’s construction as a parallelogram is referred to as its eponymous ► diamond. Accounting for substitution and income effects, for 10 points, name this equation of microeconomics which relates changes in Marshellian demand to Hicksian demand developed by its Ukrainian namesake.

ANSWER: Slutsky Equation

7. [MB/JM] One king of this name and number was killed by Sir Robert Graham after being discovered hiding under his tennis court because he had ordered its drain blocked up the previous day. As a youth, that king of this name and number hid at Dirleton Castle before being captured by pirates and delivered to Edward IV. Another king of this name and number expelled the Moors from the Balearic Islands in 1232, while a different king who would later be called by this name and number was the target of the Raid of Ruthven, which put his country temporarily under the control of the Gowrie Regime. Also naming a man who took part in the crusade of 1269 but turned around after stormy weather, a British king of this name and number was almost made to sign the Great Contract by Robert Cecil and authored books like the ► witch hunting guide, Daemonologie.  Identifying "the most renowned of the medieval kings of Aragon" known as The Conqueror, for 10 points, give this common name and number that also identifies a king targeted in the Gunpowder Plot, the first Stewart King of England.
ANSWER: James I [prompt on "James"]
8. [AR] This practice was instituted by Frederick II on certain members of the colony of Lucera in Apulia during the 13th century. A Mutazili author offers that during the performance of this, one ought to be grabbed by the scruff of the neck and then slapped. Paul Heck suggests that its institution in Baghdad derives from a similar practice engaged in by the Sassasian empire. Its abolishment is supposed to coincide with the arrival of the Second Coming of Jesus.  Ibn Rushd claims this practice is more general and is related to the practice of 'ushr, and can apply during times of war or engaging in trade during the Dar al-Harb. Differing interpretations of this practice question whether it represents a "substitute" or►"tribute" and this practice is only mentioned by name once in the Quran. Two of the main rationalizations for its institution fall along Communalist and Universalist lines and are associated with dhimma, or religious freedom, and the related institution of zakat. For 10 points, name this tax abolished by Akbar and re-instituted by Aurangzeb levied on non-Muslims.  
ANSWER: Jizyah tax
9. [JM] One movement of this work ends with a four-measure passage marked "Meno mosso sempre capriccioso," whose final measure, marked "poco accelerando," transitions into a B octave played in the bass register that begins the following movement. In another movement of this work, the left hand mainly alternates between a G-sharp, D-sharp, G-sharp chord and a B, D-sharp, B chord, and the pianist plays with extreme force in a section marked "con tutta forza." Another movement in this work is marked "Allegro con brio, feroce," and begins with the right hand playing an F-sharp octave and a G, then a whole rest, then two F-sharp octaves and a G. In an early movement of this piece, four measures marked "velocissimo"  represent the cry of a being with deformed legs. In another movement of this piece, octave tremolos played by the left hand represent softly glowing skulls, accompanied by the left hand playing the melody that opens this piece in a minor key. That melody begins with the right hand playing the notes G, F, B-flat, C F D, C F D, B-flat, C, G, F. For 10 points, name this piano suite which includes the movements ► "Con mortuis in lingua mortua," "Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks," "The Gnome," and "The Great Gate of Kiev," composed by Modest Mussorgsky.
ANSWER: Pictures at an Exhibition [or Pictures of an Exhibition; or Pictures from an Exhibition; or Kartinki s vystavki]
10. [CC] This phenomenon was originally called "01T-ALPHA" and "50L-NONAME" and was also known by some experts as "Aldonça" for a time before being given its more commonly known name. Its relatively low ceiling height has caused some debate about its classification and it formed similarly to a related phenomenon off Australia's East Coast. It made an unusual loop before it doubled-back for its final approach to land where it caused more than $25 million in damage largely because the Epagri/Ciram agency had never seen such a phenomenon before. Featured in Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" even though it formed over cooler-than-average waters, it made landfall near the town of Torres in Rio Grande do Sul on March 28th 2004. For 30 points, identify this only cyclone in the South Atlantic to make landfall, named for the Brazilian province it struck.
ANSWER: Cyclone Catarina [prompt on crap like "The Nameless Storm" since it was later renamed Catarina; accept Hurricane Catarina, grudgingly]
11. [MB] His mother Hegesipyle was the daughter of King Olorus, and his command at the siege of Eion suppossedly caused Butes to burn that city.  This man personally pleaded to his fellow statesmen to not fight the Battle of Tanagra.  After the scandalous death of his father, this man was able to pay off his debts by marrying his sister Elpinice "to the richest man in Athens", Callias II.  Following an abortive attempt to take the helot stronghold of Mount Ithome, he was ostracized and he eventually died during the siege of Citium after being entrusted to lead a naval expedition against Cyprus.  This man's reputation had earlier been damaged by allegations that he had been bribed by Alexander I of Macedon during a campaign against Thasos as head of the ► Delian League.  Gaining fame for winning the naval Battle of the Eurymedon against the Persians, for 10 points, name this son of Miltiades and ally of Sparta, a rival of Pericles.
ANSWER: Cimon
12. [GK] One protein which regulates this process in humans is sequestered by Poly CTG repeats in the DMPK gene, which is one of the causes of myotonic dystrophy. This process requires the formation of a commitment complex which involves the recognition of a polypyrimidine track, and this process does not occur at regions with bound SR proteins. One protein involved in it binds to that polypyrimidine track and aids in the binding of BBP. Another protein involved in this process recognizes a UACUAC [Wack-wack] element and leaves an extrahelical A residue, which is used in the formation of a ► lariat. The catalytic steps of this process are performed by a core of U2, U5, and U6 proteins, and those protein-RNA complexes are called snRNPs [snurps.] For 10 points, identify this process wherein introns are removed from preliminary mRNA, and which can give rise to several isoforms of a protein.

ANSWER: pre mRNA splicing [accept clear knowledge equivalents]
13. [GK] The protagonist of this novel is suspicious of some blues-playing African Americans who sing the verse "De Lord give Noah de rainbow sign --/ Won't be by water but fire next time--."  This novel's protagonist witnesses the headless bodies of turtles trying to climb up a pile after those turtles are decapitated by a man making turtle soup, and briefly works in a condom factory run by Rhino Gross. One character in this novel reappears as Railroad Shorty in the short story "The Face on the Barroom Floor," and frequently visits Doc Dockery's bar after losing both his legs in a train accident. That character, Achilles Schmidt, beats the protagonist after learning about his intimacy with Hallie Breedlove. Its protagonist travels to Houston and New Orleans, but eventually returns home to Arroyo to be with his former lover and owner of the La Fe en Dios café, Teresina Vidavaari. A convict in this novel espouses the advice "Never play cards with a man called Doc. Never eat at a place called Mom’s. Never sleep with a woman whose troubles are worse than your own." For 10 points, name this novel about the adventures of the hobo ► Dove Linkhorn, written by Nelson Algren.

ANSWER: A Walk on the Wild Side
14. [JM] This book's second section compares the joy of possessing the truth while others search in vain to standing on shore watching a shipwreck or watching a battle from a safe place. Its third section argues that a living being's vital spirit dissipates into space after death rather than being immortal. Sadly, the existence of furries refutes its fourth section's assertion that "the one stimulus that evokes seed from the human body is the human form." This book refutes the idea that types of matter are made up of particles of that substance by likening particles to letters that combine to form different words. Its sixth and final section attempts to debunk superstition by discussing natural phenomena like earthquakes, volcanoes, and epidemics, such as the 430 BCE plague that befell Athens. This poem asserts that the world is composed of an infinite number of constantly falling ► atoms, which cause free will because of their clinamen, or swerve. Addressed to Gaius Memmius, for 10 points, name this poem that describes the world through the philosophy of Epicurus, written by Lucretius.
ANSWER: De Rerum Natura [or On the Nature of the Universe]
15. [JM] This artist wrote many poems based on his works, including the lines "In the morning, ashen-hued, came nymphs dancing through the wood" to accompany his painting Dancing Dryads. Poe's poem "The Haunted Palace" inspired his painting of three graces standing next to a fountain, The Temple of the Mind. His paintings of men on horseback meeting women in a forest include King Cophetua and the Beggar Maid and Roadside Meeting, and he was the sole American painter to be grouped with European masters like Cezanne, van Gogh, and Matisse in the Armory Show. Because this artist often applied new layers of paint before the old layers dried, his paintings are today suffused with wrinkles and cracks. His obsession with the sea resulted in his many paintings of moonlight marines, including Siegfried and the Rhine Maidens, Lord Ullin's Daughter, and Toilers of the Sea. He referred to one of his paintings as "the Reverse," alluding to the backwards direction of the central figure--that painting features a snake slithering behind a shadowy fence, and is sometimes called The ► Race Track. For 10 points, name this American painter of Jonah and Death on a Pale Horse.

ANSWER: Albert Pinkham Ryder
16. [MB] Riots breaking out after a general strike in this country in 1955 have been given the name Black Thursday, and were eased when restrictions were lifted on the Middle School Student's Union in this country.  The Mcdonald House Bombing in this country occurred during the Konfrontasi struggle with its neighbors, and its controlling party also initiated Operation Coldstore to crack down on members of the Barisan Sosialis.  The battle named for this country's capital resulted in some 90,000 troops under General A. E. Percival surrendering to a foreign force, and this modern country's roots stretch back to Stamford Raffles.  During World War II, its fall was followed by the mass execution of individuals who contributed to the China Relief Fund, the ► Sook Ching Massacre.  Long controlled by the People's Action Party, it gained independence from the British with the election of its first President, Yusof bin Ishak.  Frequently resisting efforts to merge with Malaysia, for 10 points, name this island nation in Southeast Asia.
ANSWER: Singapore
17. In photonics, cascading can give rise to the quadratic variety of these objects, which in the limit of a small harmonic component reduce to the Kerr variety. The Zakharov equations can be solved to obtain their Langmuir type, while switching the sign of the interaction term in the same equations yield the "whistler" type. Backlund transforms can be used to show that collision between two of these only results in a phase shift, and kink and anti-kink forms of these are solutions to the ►sine-Gordon equation, which can also be used to model their collisions. A mathematical basis for them was discovered by Kruskal and Zabusky, and they arise in the solution of the Fermi-Passta-Ulam problem. Also arising as solutions to the Kortevieg-de Vries equation, for 10 points, identify these wave packets, first observed by John Russell, which travel at a constant speed and whose name is derived from the description of a "solitary wave."

ANSWER: Solitons
18. [AR] Heidi Epstein's text on a Feminist Theology of Music is entitled Melting this place. In "The Immediate Erotic Stages or the Musical Erotic," Kierkegaard refers to this location as a kingdom where "language has no home, nor thought sobriety." This place also titles a novel about an English journalist named Lushington who visits an unnamed Baltic Republic, written by Anthony Powell. John Collier's depiction of this place shows its primary resident half-covered in a velvety red robe with a penitent man in armor kneeling at her feet. Originally associated with the Germanic goddess of the Spring, Holda, it is located near a castle belonging to the Landgraves of Thuringia. The dissonant and chromatic music emanating from this place, which lures the title character of an opera, leads Renee Cox to describe its ► eponymous resident as a musical nymphomaniac, who attempts to keep that character in her grasp away from the chaste and virginal Elizabeth. For 10 points, name this mountain of sensual pleasure, home to the Goddess of Love from where, in the Wagner opera Tannhauser, the title knight eventually escapes. 
ANSWER: Venusberg [accept Venus' Mountain or equivalents until "novel" is spoken]
19. Bach's Toccata and Fugue in D Minor is heard at the beginning and at the end of this film, which includes a scene where several trees are shot at and set on fire.  It was inspired by a short story written by William Harrison, who also wrote the screenplay.  Directed by Norman Jewison, one memorable scene features a row of trees being shot at and set alight. One scene features a challenge being issued to a tall speedster from Manila, and uses it to highlight the importance of ears.  The three games shown in the movie, each with different rules, feature the protagonist's team facing ►Madrid, Tokyo, and New York, and the rule changes were put in place due to the executives thinking the protagonist was becoming bigger than the game.  For 10 points, identify this movie starring James Caan as Jonathan E.
ANSWER:  Rollerball
20. [JM] This novel describes a custom where two natives compete for the title of Great War Captain by slicing off successive parts of their faces. The protagonist is nearly killed by a numb eel, and kills a tiger by shooting an arrow through her eye. At the climax of this novel, the protagonist cuts out a piece of his throat and throws it at his captors. An advertisement for this novel appeared along with the first edition of The Fair Jilt. In this novel, Aboan seduces Onahal to allow the title character entry into a harem, where his beloved is forced to service his father; later, that beloved is renamed Clemene, and is reintroduced to the title character by Trefry. After being renamed Caesar, the title character leads an abortive rebellion against William Byam. Focusing on the lover of ► Imoinda, for 10 points, name this 1688 novel about the Prince of Coramantien, who becomes a slave in Surinam, a work by Aphra Behn.
ANSWER: Oronooko, or The Royal Slave: A True History
